IN BRIEF

Partnership Spotlight:
UN Women and Lara Foundation

Brief description

UN Women is partnering with the Lara Foundation under the
EU-funded regional programme “EU 4 Gender Equality - Wom-
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en’s Economic Empowerment and Ending Violence Against

Women” to strengthen responses to technology-facilitated
violence against women (TF VAW) across the Western Bal-
kans.This partnership is anchored in the programme’s overall
outcome of ensuring that women and girls who experience
violence have access to multisectoral, inclusive, and survi-
vor-centred services, including in digital spaces.

Partner information

Lara Foundation is a women'’s civil society organization found-
ed in 1998 in Bosnia and Herzegovina, working to prevent
gender-based violence and promote women’s empowerment
through provision of direct services, advocacy, and prevention
activities. It runs a safe house and SOS helpline, and provides
legal and psychosocial support to women and children survi-
vors of violence. Lara also supports women’s economic inde-
pendence through education and access to information. The
project will be implemented in partnership with Medica Kosova
(Kosovo?) and the Centre for Support of Women (Serbia).

The partnership is contributing to:

Outcome 2: Women and girls who have experienced violence,
including TF VAW, access multisectoral, inclusive and survivor-
centred offline and digital services.

Output 2.2: Women and girls have the knowledge and tools
to recognize and report online and technology-facilitated
violence.

Activity 2.1.3: To undertake capacity building for women’s civil
society organizations (CSOs) on TF VAW definitions, current
state, normative frameworks and key stakeholders.

Title

Find Out, Connect, Act, Protect — Empowerment of Women’s
Organizations and Networks in the Western Balkan for
Combating TF VAW

Duration
11 December 2025 — 31 May February 2027

Budget
110,000 USD

FOR ALL
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AND GIRLS

Objective

Enhance the knowledge and capacities of women’s orga-
nizations and networks across six Western Balkans econo-
mies to more effectively recognize violence against women,
particularly TF VAW, and to provide victim-centred support
and protection, and jointly advocate for social change and
increased public awareness aimed at preventing violence
against women.

Expected results

1. Women’s organizations and networks of women’s
organizations have increased knowledge, resources
and tools for recognizing violence against women and
supporting survivors of TF VAW.

2. Women’s organizations and networks of women’s
organizations jointly conduct a public awareness
campaign on digital violence risks and advocate for
strengthened institutional framework for ending violence
against women before governments and international
stakeholders.

Key activities

e Training programme: Development and delivery of a
five-module TF VAW training programme and curricu-
lum for women’s CSOs, including specialized advocacy
capacity-building.

e Exchange of experiences: Study visits for participating
women’s CSOs to share good practices.

e Knowledge products: Joint policy briefs for governments
across all six Western Balkans economies

e Online platform: A joint platform on TF VAW to raise
public awareness, support early recognition, and guide
women and girls toward available support and protection
mechanisms, including practical measures for self-pro-
tection online.

e Media and advocacy campaign: Regional online cam-
paign toraise public awareness on TF VAW

Beneficiaries

e 100 activists from 50 CSOs and 10 networks will be
trained, with access to mentoring and resources for ad-
dressing TF VAW

e 10women’s CSOs will be engaged in advocacy and aware-
ness-raising activities

e 60,000+ people will be reached through awareness cam-
paigns

! Forthe European Union, this designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of
independence. For UN Women, references to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of UN Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999).

The brief was prepared in April 2026 and reflects the expected work. A results-based brief will be prepared once the project is completed.


https://www.fondacijalara.com/
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/economic-empowerment-5/eu-4-gender-equality
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/economic-empowerment-5/eu-4-gender-equality
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/economic-empowerment-5/eu-4-gender-equality
https://www.medicakosova.org/
https://www.cpz.rs/

