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Brief description

UN Women is partnering with the Balkan Investigative
Reporting Network (BIRN Hub) under the EU-funded regional
programme “EU 4 Gender Equality - Women’s Economic
Empowerment and Ending Violence Against Women” to
strengthen responses to technology-facilitated violence
against women (TFVAW) across the Western Balkans. This
partnership is anchored in the programme’s overall outcome
of ensuring that women and girls who experience violence
have access to multisectoral, inclusive, and survivor-centred
services, including in digital spaces.

Partnerinformation

BIRN Hub is a regional network of seven nonprofit organiza-
tions promoting freedom of speech, human rights and dem-
ocratic values in Southeast Europe. Headquartered in the
Western Balkans, BIRN operates across Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, and
Serbia and has a long-standing cooperation with EU and dif-
ferent UN agencies.

The partnership is contributing to:

Outcome 2: Women and girls who have experienced
violence, including TF VAW, access multi-sectoral, inclusive
and survivor-centred offline and digital services.

Output 2.2: Women and girls have the knowledge and tools
to recognize and report online and technology-facilitated
violence.

Activity 2.2.3: To train media outlets and monitor media
reporting, publish investigative articles and develop broad-
casting standards on reporting TF VAW

Title

Violence Intervention through Safe and Informed media
actiON — Western Balkans (VISION-WB)

Duration
11 December 2025 — 31 March 2027

Budget
129,922.47 USD

Objective

Strengthen regional responses to TFVAW through research,
multi-stakeholder consultations, training and mentorship
for media professionals and awareness campaigns across
WB economies. The partnership aims to foster cross-sector
collaboration, build ethical and survivor-centered journalism
capacities, and raise public awareness on TFVAW through
media monitoring, advocacy, and large-scale outreach.

Expected results

1. Strengthened cross-sectoral collaboration between
media, civil society and institutions in addressing TF VAW

2. Enhanced capacities of media professionals to identify,
report on, and counter TFVAW through ethical and
survivor-centered journalism

3. Increased public awareness and advocacy around TFVAW
in WB

Key activities
e Research and mapping: Conduct desk research, literature
review and stakeholder interviews to map current media

narratives, coverage gaps and best practices related to
TFVAW.

e Media monitoring framework: Develop a TFVAW media
monitoring framework and engage media, CSOs, tech
companies, government representatives to assess needs,
challenges and opportunities through national and re-
gional multi-stakeholder consultations.

e Policy briefs and recommendations: Produce evidence-
based policy briefs focusing on practical interventions for
media outlets and government actors.

e Broadcasting standards: Develop broadcasting stan-
dards on TFVAW coverage.

e Training and mentorship programme: Conduct a region-
al training and mentorship programme for media pro-
fessionals from six IPA beneficiaries on TFVAW concepts,
ethical reporting, survivor-centered journalism, and digi-
tal safety protocols.

e Media and advocacy campaigns: Design and imple-
ment regional communications and public awareness
initiatives on TFVAW, including targeted behavior-change
communications efforts addressed to women, youth and
vulnerable groups.

Beneficiaries

e 100+ representatives of media, tech companies, CSOs
and government will be engaged in collaborative actions
to end TF VAW

e 36editors, reporters, students, influencers will be trained
in ethical reporting on TF VAW, with at least 60 per cent
women participants

e 2,000,000 people will be reached through awareness-

raising campaign and investigative articles on TF VAW
via social media and online platforms

" Forthe European Union, this designation is without prejudice to positions on status,
andisinline with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration
ofindependence. For UN Women, references to Kosovo shall be understood to be
in the context of UN Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999).

The brief was prepared in April 2026 and reflects the expected work. A results-based brief will be prepared once the project is completed.
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