
Treading the elusive 
path to justice 
in North Macedonia

There has been a 61% increase in the 
number of domestic violence complaints 
received in 2022 compared to 2018.

Alarming uptick
There were 61 domestic 
violence cases per 100,000 
people in 2022, up from 55 
cases in 2018.

Meanwhile, 92% of all 
domestic violence 
perpetrators are men.

The vast majority 
of domestic violence 
survivors – almost 
80% – are women

Intimate partners, current or 
former, constitute 63% of all 
perpetrators.

Remarkably, sons comprise 
the second-largest group of 
perpetrators, representing 
16%.

Like father, like son

By 2022, the 
percentage 
of domestic 
violence 
perpetrators 
receiving 
prison 
sentences 
dropped to 
a mere 1%.

With domestic violence on rise and fewer 
perpetrators being punished...

Public trust in the 
judicial system has 
sharply declined, 
from 48% in 2020 to 
24% in 2022.

Developing effective prevention programmes.
Creating open, reliable, unified systems for gender-
disaggregated data across key sectors.
Enhancing protection mechanisms and expanding 
services to support survivors.
Enhancing the gender responsiveness of the judiciary. 

Addressing the surge in domestic 
violence requires:
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There is   #NoExcuse   for violence

         When 
criminals go 
unpunished, 
the cycle of 
crime persists.
– Nelson Mandela

* All values in thousands 

In 2019, a mere 24% of all reported 
domestic violence cases went to court.
Sentences were rendered 
in just 15% of these cases,
with a mere 3% 
resulting in prison terms.
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Prison is rare 
for perpetrators


